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® Program by EPA stirs up
another panic over _ :

fraudulent fears,

By Bill Kramer

‘g~ HE ' Environmental - Protection
. @  Agency - (RPA) hay ‘just pro-
" claimed {its official death sen.
tence for rnother American industry.
‘This mesn: the longsuffering public
will be shu-X an enormous burial bill,
iunn.ing tc countless hundreds of bil-
ons.

Though actual death bas not yet been
.{nficted, EPA propounced last rites
‘over Jead producers at their annual
tneeting recently in Washington. If the

‘| agency bas its way, the remuins will be

disposed of et Superfund sises.

"* Across the nauon there will be few
mourners, over the demise of lead.
That's because we've all been brain-
washed into believing that this old
{riend of humankind is dgadly in any
form ar quantity. o
. This iy absolutely untrue.

" .HYSTERICAL DENUNCIATIONS .of
Jead apd paranoid programs to elimi-

‘nate {t are g rsturn of the :p\%l’y_%u-
" eredited asbesto scam. 1n 1989, .Adg-

n .
ﬁmea
asbestos. Last October,. however, the

S. Pifta - Cirewit Court’ of Aip'ﬁ;

w out the baz.

Fted -tha 'th'-lunsn_n%"_@t_g.
showed asbestos less harmful: than us.

. e has never
beed disagreement that an overdose is

dangerous. High levels {n the blood can

! amage, convulsions and
peralysis. We became aware of this 20
years 8go and banned lsad m'pai:ti
‘mest gasoline, and curbed industria
discharges into the aunosphere,

T AsA risulh. -luge‘linbmmcg‘ blood-.
streams has dro y more than two.
thirds, and du&s {rom [aad poisoning
are almost unheard of, '

- Yut EPA and the Centers for Disease
Codtrol (CDC), prodded by environ.
roups such 3s the Environ.

_mmeatal ense Pund Sthers, say

4 that currest minuscule amouats of lead
:] resuit.in lower 1Q scores — especially

among children. te

© 1 jow levels of lead irpair intelli-
fu\cc. it ptands to reason-that-as Jead
evels drop, 1Qs would rise. °

‘“This hasn't happened [n fact, quite

} the reverse. As lead has been removed

n I1Qs
have actoally fallen Obvious{y, factors
" other than Jead levels are affecting the

| scotes. o

Even 59, Health and Hujnan Services
Sacretary Louis Sullivah maintains
lead is "the No. 1 envircntental threat

.| to the health of children {n the United

States ™

What Sullivan needs is advice from

" guch ‘as ceramics,’

ars. Yet when EPA appointed such g
panel in 1983,1hey ignored its findings.

Like gugar-salt or most other sub
stances, at Jow Jevels lead i3 harmless.
Responsible studies aroiind the world

confirm thiss . 5 g
But BEPA and CDC, guoting widely
criticized, possidbly auduleat ' re-

search. are marching lockstep to elmi-
pate all nsesof Jead. = ' i

“We cannot afford u%md
in ev category of society,” declared

¢
Jo'hh};' elofie, head of risk assessment a1
EPA's Office ‘of Pollution-Prevenuoa
and Toxics, before lead industry execu-
tives. Then he ced a program 10
do just

ong other things, it would:

M Probibit sale of lead solder, mny or
other substancss contining éd by
plumbing supply outlets. Since harc-
wares, building supply stores and even
supermarkets carry such {tems, the ban
;g:.ld have to be total and cover all out-

W Ban lead {n all plumbing producs
within 10 years.

o Eliminate lead from art supplies
aints, etc. 7
would even be bited for staines-
glass art-as in windows, LUght fixtures
and decorative pieces, though such use

.has been a tradition aro the worlé
for hundreds of years.
m.List all ucts in which.lead i3

uud.) (The obvicus aim: Eliminate all
nses’ T

. W Compel prior approval for new uses
of lead. Since lead will be essentially
‘banned, it's hard to imagine that new
nses — no matter how desirable —
might be propased. What this does is
shut down numerous {mportant aves-
ues of scientific advancement.
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Other ridiculous demands of .fright..

mongers.in EPA and the environmer.
tal community are that all Amencan
children be tested for blood-lead levels,
that bomeowners de forced to “remadi-
ate” 12ad before they can sell, and thst
used oll (used oill?) be declared & haz
ardous waste, . . ..
The costs of all this are incalculable.
Lead i$ & vital component of many 23
pential products — battaries, for oae.

While there are substitutss, they are
enormously - ve- often-less
than satisfactory.

A lone exception to a total ban might
be lead-lined containers'for long-term
storage of radioact{ve nucledr wane.

WHY DOES EPA consistently stir up
panic over fraudulent fears? Because
the programs needed to control imagi-
nary dangers will briag its bureaucrats
greater. power, bigger salaries, more
personnel.and expanded budgets.

’I'b:a 1s-tme mogvmom drgvtenviron-
mental groups to support phozy reports
of disaster and do:mdn]y’. Frightened
Americans make massive contributions
to belp keep the sky from falling

BUI Kramer is a syndicated columnist
who writes on environmental issues. -
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